
CHAIR REPORT FOR FEBRUARY 2013 AGM 

 

Your Committee met ten times through the period – Committee Meetings were held separately to 

Lecture nights – this worked well in 2011 and continued in the same vein to allow time to address all 

aspects of the Club’s responsibilities. 

Committee responsibilities were shared and the use of the Committee roles and responsibilities (for 

incoming Committee Members), created in 2011 were put to good use. 

Patricia continued to represent the Club on the Wexford Community Forum. 

Will was responsible for the Library – this is currently being held at Jamestown Nature Reserve – A 

list of the book titles and references available for borrowing, are now on our web-site. Books can be 

borrowed by contacting Will and he liaises with those wishing to avail of this service. 

Janet took on a new Committee Responsibility of Archives Officer with the express purpose of 

assembling archival material as well as photographs of events and club related projects. 

 

In many ways the Club was frustrated with the difficult weather conditions of 2012, which played 

havoc with a number of items on the agenda. The Dragonfly recording project was one of those that 

suffered, though a number of new records for 10km squares were still added to the known Co. 

Wexford distribution of this selected group of species – it is hoped that the recording seasons of 

2013 and 2014 can be used effectively in order that the Odonata Guide could be produced during 

2015. 

The Club was represented at the Wexford County Council Environment Awards, at Ferrycarrig by 

Mary, Marion, Nicholas, Harm, Will and me. 

The May BioBlitz at the Irish National Heritage Park was also a great success. This event is to be 

repeated in 2013 at Jamestown Nature Reserve. 

In 2011 a Green School initiative was introduced. This was encouraged by Cliona Connolly of 

Environment Section, Wexford County Council (WCC), as the Environment Section  wish to foster 

closer relations with the Club. Schools obtaining their first Green Flag were presented with Nest 

Boxes, Posters and Quarterly Monthly Newsletters at the Environment Awards Ceremony in 

Ferrycarrig at the end of 2011 and this practice continued in 2012. The two year’s in question will be 

assessed as to the success of the project in the latter part of 2013.  

 

****** 

 

Patricia – Report on Art Competition: The Club Art Competition was another success. This past year 

the new proposal to maximize exposure took place with the Competition being run in conjunction with 

the Environment Section, Wexford County Council. The subject ‘Wildlife in Hedgerows’ was 

deliberately selected to highlight the importance of our hedgerows, their considerable contribution to 

our biodiversity and their ‘very real’ vulnerability in our current society. Don Conroy prepared a 

colouring sheet and with the children’s art work the whole event was a great success and a boost to 

our profile in the County. 

 

Will – Report on Library: The library is up and running and all the books are listed on the Club 

website. We have many marvellous books on all wildlife subjects and the committee has set aside a sum 

of money to purchase more during 2013. Up to now there has been a slow uptake on members using the 

library. I will bring in some books to our meetings, and please feel free to ring me for a specific 

request on 087   205  2266.  

 

 



Janet – Report on Archives: As W.N.F.C. Archives Officer for 2012 I spent most of the year 

collecting reports and photographs from club members. Since the inception of the club in 2004 there 

is a large amount of club history available although there is still room for more particularly from the 

early days of the club. I would like to thank everybody who has made this information available to me. 

I am now in the process of putting paper records and photographs in to albums and scanning them in to 

a hard drive so that eventually the archive will be accessible to all club members. 

 

Mary – Report on Field Trips & Events: Up to sixty five people were present at lectures during 

the past twelve months and an average of twenty seven people attended field trips.  Thirty five 

non members attended lectures and I am delighted to report that a number of these went on to 

join the club as did some members’ guests who attended the field trips.  Reports on most field 

events, compiled by different club members, are on the club website.   

Our April and July lectures were held in the Irish National Heritage Park and Enniscorthy Library 

respectively and special thanks to the staff of both venues for the invitations to hold some of our 

events there. 

Due to unforseen circumstances the lecture, “The Irish Pine Marten: Past, Present and Future” 

by Dr. Áine Lynch, advertised for November, had to be postponed however an Astronomy lecture , 

“Stars, the Engines of Life” by Brendan Wallace, was a popular and well received substitution. 

Sarah Clarke was unable to give the advertised December lecture “A Tale of Two Fisheries” due 

to illness however Chris Wilson stepped in at very short notice and presented a very enjoyable 

replacement “A Taste of Co. Wexford’s Birdlife”  

Club events, like those of other groups, did not escape the “summer” weather of 2012. An evening 

walk, scheduled for May, was cancelled on safety grounds due to high winds and heavy rain and 

both attempts to have a Bird Ringing demonstration were cancelled due to unfavourable 

conditions. Our Barbecue, which was postponed in July, went ahead successfully in September. I 

would like to thank Will Warham for hosting it and Nicholas Egan and Marion Brady for their work 

on the day and in preparation for the event. All other field events went ahead as planned. The 

Club’s first Bio Blitz, held at the Heritage Park last May was a resounding success. Nineteen 

members travelled on our weekend trip to counties Waterford and Cork after Easter and some 

members once again took part in a clean up at Jamestown Nature Reserve, Oylegate, in April as 

part of An Taisce’s “Spring Clean” campaign. 

  

Nicholas – Report on Membership: In 2012 there were a total of 156 members paid of which 

there were 2 Junior and 61 family memberships. 42 of these were new members.  

The membership is down on the 2011 figure of 162. This may be due to the following  

1. As a result of the recession people are cutting back  

2. A lot of members were not active and only occasionally attended the clubs activities. 

3. Some previous members are attending as non members. 

Over the past year we started doing Email reminders to members about club events. This will 

continue as we have had positive feedback about it. If a member has requested newsletters or 

correspondence by email, and is not receiving them, please make sure that the Club has the 

correct email address. 

Membership packs were sent out to all new members consisting of welcome letter, car sticker, 

membership card and a copy of the most recent newsletter.  
 

Mary – Report on P.R.O. and Sales: The club’s brochure is widely distributed throughout the 

county and lectures are also advertised on The Heritage Council website and in local newspapers. 

Our pop-up poster is used to promote the club in the Wexford Wildfowl Reserve Visitor Centre. 

It was also on display at the Killinick and District Garden Club’s Flower Show and I would like to 

thank Edel Nolan for looking after it at the event. Promotional posters for the club are on display 

in a number of community halls, visitor centres, library branches and other public areas. The 

‘Wildlife Poster’ on board the Irish Ferries – “Isle of Inishmore” – has recently been replaced and 

now also credits WNFC – more publicity for people visiting our shores. The club noticeboard, at 



the back of this room, also has information on Club activities and other natural history related 

items.  

Our publication “The Lepidoptera of County Wexford” continues to be on sale at Club events, in 

local bookshops and on Amazon.com. Car stickers bearing the club logo are also for sale and club 

jackets are available to order. Some members expressed an interest in having hats, T-shirts etc. 

with the Club’s logo and arrangements have been made with “Creative Embroidery”, Crescent 

Quay, Wexford to carry out this work should any member wish to have an item of clothing 

embroidered.  

To further promote the Club two fruit trees, which will have the Club name displayed, have been 

sponsored in the recently restored Colclough Walled Garden at Tintern Abbey.  

Chris Wilson continues to promote the Club on his website wildside.ie and with Alan McGuire on 

“Wildlife Matters” on SE Radio. 

I would like to thank all lecturers and field trip leaders for sharing their time and expertise, also 

The Echo and People Newspapers and SE Radio for their ongoing support.  

The success of a club is dependent on its members’ participation. Over forty topics, submitted by 

YOU, were considered by the committee in preparing the 2013 programme. To everyone who gave 

comments and suggestions, those that were dropped into the “Suggestion Box” at lectures or 

communicated directly to me or other members of the committee, and to all who promoted the 

club among their friends and in their workplaces I would like to say a special “Thank You”.  

 

Nicholas – Report on Newsletter: During the year there were 4 issues of WNFC newsletter produced. 

A ‘new’ Green School page was introduced in the third issue to try and encourage younger readers to 

get involved in Nature. I would like to thank everyone who contributed articles and photographs during 

the year. Anyone with ideas, articles or photographs for the newsletter can pass them on to me and 

they would be very welcome.  

 

Emma – Report on Webpage: I would like to extend my apologies for not being able to attend this 

AGM due to starting a new position in London.  

 I have thoroughly enjoyed being the web officer for the club and helping to introduce and set up 

the new website with help and support from the committee. This site has so much potential to 

improve more each and every year with further input, ideas and skills from the club. 

The website now operates through Word Press, a user friendly Content Management System, 

making the admin aspect much more manageable to those with limited computer skills, with plenty 

of potential for growth and progressions in it.  

Further Highlights of the site; 

 Keen photographers in the club can consider having their images posted through the site. 

 Stored information on the site can be accessed much easier by the web officer. 

 Calendar facility. 

 Option of PDF and also other formats for reports and articles. 

 Library option, which can be progressed. 

 The club now has full control over the website and can make changes /alterations through 

many different routes rather than one single designer. 

 Pre 2012 website is still available and can be accessed through the site. 

While the website has progressed, there is huge room for improvement, progression and overall 

fine-tuning. The aim is to have a site more accessible and interactive to everyone in the long term 

and one that can be managed and facilitated by people with a range of computer/web skills.  

I would like to thank those who have submitted photos for the site, which have been acknowledged 

through the photo credits section. I hope this part of the site continues to grow over the next 

year. 

 

Harm – Report on Records: Although it wasn’t a good year to get out to record I am happy to 

report that approximately 3,800 records were received from 44 people including 15 non-members. 

During the year some of the Club’s regular Recorders shared their databases which included a 

number of historical and interesting records. Other members have stated that they too will pass 



on quite substantial record files. All records have been, or are in the process of being, passed on 

to the National Biodiversity Data Centre or other Recording Schemes that the Club has been 

made aware of. 

The responses to the “Species of the Month” were low, even for easily recognised species.  A 

number of members have indicated to me that they are unsure of identification or grid references 

and are therefore nervous about submitting records. In order to help overcome these problems, 

the committee has organised a number of workshops as part of this year’s programme. A sum of 

money has also been allocated to cover the fee for the Biodiversity Centre Identification 

Workshops if any member wishes to attend one of these. 

Thank you to everyone who submitted records to me. I encourage all members to become involved 

in recording and I would like to see every member submit at least one record during 2013. 

Reporting those species that you are sure about, or the date you first notice leaves fall from the 

tree in your garden, help towards recording, and creating an awareness of, the natural history of 

the county. 

 

****** 

 

The Club wishes to particularly thank its Members for all the support received through the year. A 

Thank You to NPWS – particularly to Lorcán, Dominic, Nicky, George, John and Andrew for help and 

housing through 2012.  Thank you to Wexford County Council and particularly Cliona Connolly from the 

Environment Section and to the Irish National Biodiversity Centre in Waterford, particularly Eugenie 

Regan. 

Finally I would very much like to thank the Committee Members for their help and support through 

the year and in particular our retiring members. 

OUTGOING COMMITTEE 

Chair:      Chris Wilson 

Secretary:     Marion Brady 

Vice-Chair PRO/Events:    Mary Foley 

Treasurer:                           Michael O’Donnell 

Newsletter/Membership:                          Nicholas Egan 

Web:      Emma Cleere 

Records:     Harm Deenen 

Librarian:                  Will Warham 

Archives:    Janet Whelehan 

Art Competition:    Patricia Byrne 

Heritage Council rep. (ex-officio)                Lorcán Scott 

 


