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The Wonderful World of Snails – Field Trip Report 

13/04/13 - Camolin Park Woods - Report by Mark Nolan 

 

Following a very interesting lecture by Dr. Maria Long in Gorey library earlier in the month, the field 
club descended upon Camolin Park Woods to further explore the wonderful world of snails with a 
renewed sense of interest in these often overlooked creatures. Only the bravest members of the 
club managed to battle the wet and wild weather and negotiate the pot-holed roads leading to the 
woods.  

Having assembled in the car park, Maria spent 
some time working through snail samples 
which she had discovered in her garden that 
very morning. Samples included the very 
familiar Garden snail (Cornu aspersum) and the 
Strawberry snail (Trochulus striolatus). We also 
examined some of her slug specimens; Grey 
Field slug (Deroceras reticulatum) and an Arion 
spp. 

 

 

 

We then made our way through the woodlands 
exploring various habitats within including river 
banks, hedges and stone walls. What proved to 
be unfavourable weather for us was of course 
perfect for snails. Deeper within the woods we 
avoided the dominant conifer trees; their rough 
and acidic needles acting as a natural snail 
repellent. Instead we focused our searches in the 
sparse stands of broadleaf trees such as Beech 
and Sycamore. In these areas we came across 
many species including the very well camouflaged 
Common Door snail (Clausilia bidentata), well 
hidden within the cracks of tree bark. We also 
found a Cellar snail (Oxychilus cellarius), a less-
famous cousin of the garlic-scented species we learned about during Maria’s lecture. The complete 
list of species can be found at the end of the report. 

 

Following a regroup in the carpark and a summary of our discoveries the group retreated to the 
warm and dry surroundings of the nearby garden centre for some lunch. Nothing like a well-earned 
cup of tea! 

 

Brown-lipped and White-lipped snails from Maria’s garden. 

Perfect weather for a snail search! 
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Species List: 

Found during field-trip: 

- Common Door snail - Clausilia bidentata - Common at the site.  

- Rounded snail - Discus rodundatus - Ridged and striped, two found.  

- Cellar snail - Oxychilus cellarius - Small number found.  

- Smooth Glass snail - Aegopinella nitidula - One found.  

- Brown-lipped snail - Cepaea nemoralis - Numerous found. 

- White-lipped snail - Cepaea hortensis - Numerous, though all juvenile.  

 

 

 

Brought by Maria, from her garden in Dublin: 

- White-lipped snail - Cepaea hortensis 

- Brown-lipped snail - Cepaea nemoralis 

- Garden snail - Cornu aspersum 

- Strawberry snail - Trochulus striolatus 

- Grey field slug - Deroceras reticulatum  

- Arion spp (slug) 

Examining our snails after the woodland walk. 

Common Door snail found within the bark crevices of 
trees. 


