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An eager crowd gathered at Wexford Wildfowl Reserve ready to start a day long workshop 

on dragonflies and damselflies. With 23 people in attendance the popularity of these bright 

metallic coloured insects was proven, with some people coming from as far as Kilkenny and 

Cavan to attend! 

After a quick cup of tea we all headed over the Pumphouse where our very own dragonfly 

experts, Dr Eugenie Regan from the National Biodiversity Data Centre (NBDC) and Chris 

Wilson, were waiting. There we were introduced to all of the dragonflies and damselflies of 

Ireland. To our surprise there are only 24 species resident in Ireland and a couple of these are 

confined to specific areas of Ireland such as the Burren. This made the idea of identifying 

them much easier! To our delight, after a wonderfully informative lecture, we each received a 

NBDC dragonfly and damselfly identification swatch. Perfect for your pocket and very handy 

for the afternoon session where we intended on searching the Raven for those darting 

dragonflies and dancing damselflies. 

 

After a filling lunch and the most delicious 

homemade cakes we all headed for the 

Raven. Although kitted out for torrential 

rain we were most pleasantly surprised by a 

beautifully sunny afternoon. Squashing into 

a few cars we headed slowly through the 

forest towards the end of the Raven. There 

we swapped rain jackets and scarves for 

butterfly nets and swatches.  

Members of the club on the hunt for dragonflies 

 

Under the watchful eye of Chris Wilson we 

tentatively headed towards the nackerjack toad 

ponds which were dug specially for the 

conservation of this protected species. 

Dragonflies were unfortunately quickly forgotten 

as everyone slowly and carefully gathered to see 

if they could spy a toad. Low and behold we did 

spot one or two tiny little natterjacks under the 

water, trying to hide from peering eyes under 

some vegetation. A newt and some toad spawn 
Large dragonfly larvae found in the pond 



strings were found, much to everyone’s delight. However, still no dragonflies!  

 

Determined not to disappoint Eugenie found a huge 

dragonfly larvae in the ponds and suddenly we were 

back on track. Then an eagle-eyed individual caught 

a damselfly. It was a large red damselfly, one which 

emerges earlier than of all the damselflies. It was 

easy to identify as it is the only red bodies 

damselfly found in Ireland. Then overhead a 

dragonfly was spotted speeding by! This was most 

likely a hairy hawker as it is the only dragonfly 

found in early May. Throughout the day we 

managed to catch a number of large red damselflies 

and each catch was as exciting as the last 

 

Moving away from the toad pools we continued our search through the woods. After a few 

moments enjoying the view from the dunes we headed down to the beach. Coats and hats 

were put back on as the wind came full force at us. Even in the gale we managed to catch 

some hardy butterflies! In fact one butterfly, a small copper, was the first of its kind to be 

recorded this year.  

After arriving back where we started the group just had enough time to thank the lovely 

Eugenie and Chris when it began to rain. A quick dash back to the cars, another slow drive 

through the forest and the wonderful day was complete. 

 

Everyone searching for natterjack toads (and dragonflies of course!). Photo by Chris Wilson 

A large red damselfly 



Species found during the fieldtrip: 

Natterjack toad 

Large red damselfly  

Hairy hawker dragonfly 

Smooth newt 

Cased caddisfly 

Dragonfly larvae 

Green-veined white butterfly 

Small copper butterfly 

 

 


