
Chair’s Report 

Our club has enjoyed another successful year in 2013. This report highlights our work and 

achievements. 

Throughout the year the club maintained its close links with Wexford Co. Co., sponsoring nest 

boxes and posters for the annual Environmental Art Competition and for those schools 

obtaining their first Green Flag at the Environmental Awards in November.  

There have been a number of requests from Tidy Towns groups and Community Groups to help 

out in habitat surveys. Unfortunately, as a club, we do not have the resources to do this but a 

number of members are helping groups, in their own areas, in a personal capacity. It is fantastic 

to see that so many people are aware of the club’s existence and there is great potential to 

attract new members.  The Wexford Town Tidy Towns group website now has a link to the club 

website.  

An Irish Field Club Federation was initiated by Dublin and Belfast Naturalists’ Field Clubs with a 

view to forging closer links among all field clubs in the country. Marion Brady and Michael 

O’Donnell represented us at the launch in Belfast on 20th April. A joint field trip was held in Co. 

Fermanagh over the weekend of 31st May  to 3rd June but there has been no further 

communication. We intend to follow up and see if any further events are planned. 

Patricia Byrne continues to represent us on the Co. Wexford Community Forum and Lorcán 

Scott maintains links between the club and the Heritage Council. 

Committee 

The committee held ten meetings during the year. All meetings took place at Wexford Wildfowl 

Reserve with the exception of the June meeting which was held at Will Warham’s residence in 

Jamestown in advance of the recording bio blitz which was held there. Committee members 

have different roles of responsibility and each member also has an understudy who can assist, 

or take over a role, if required. Harm Deenen resigned from the committee during the year and 

Kevin Mac Cormick took on the position of Records Officer.  

PRO (John)  

The club’s brochure is widely distributed at libraries and visitor centres throughout the county. 

It was also distributed by staff from the Irish National Heritage Park at the “John Barry Maritime 

Festival” on Wexford Quays in June and I would like to thank them for their help. Lectures are 

advertised on the Heritage Council website and in local newspapers. The Echo newspaper group 

carried a feature on the club in February. Chris Wilson continues to advertise club events and 

our recording projects on his website “wildside.ie” and with Alan McGuire on South East Radio. 

I have tried to enter our events on the “Visit Wexford” website without success; events I 

entered were not put up, and an offered reply from the website never materialised.  I will try 

again and hope to get through. Details of lectures are also advertised through Facebook and 



Twitter. Our pop-up poster is used to promote the club in the Wexford Wildfowl Reserve Visitor 

Centre. “The Lepitoptera of County Wexford” is on sale in a number of locations. Promotional 

posters for the club are on display in a number of community halls, visitor centres, library 

branches and other public areas. Club jackets are available to order.  

Events 

Up to 51 people attended lectures and an average of 26 turned out for fieldtrips which included 
very successful evening and night events. In addition to these, two identification workshops 
were held with very positive feedback from those members who took part. A number of 
members travelled to Pollardstown Fen and the Bog of Allen Nature Centre in June and visited a 
managed woodland in Co. Laois in October. A recording bioblitz was held in Jamestown Nature 
Reserve in July and once again great fun was had at the club barbeque at the same venue in 
August. The April and June lectures were held in Gorey Library and the Irish National Heritage 
Park respectively and thanks to the staff of both venues for their support and invitations to 
return. Unfortunately the November lecture “The Irish Pine Marten: Past, Present and Future” 

by Dr. Áine Lynch, which had been carried over from 2012, had to be cancelled again but Dr. 
Emma Sheehy stepped in at short notice and gave a presentation “The Decline of the Grey 

Squirrel and the Rise of the Pine Marten in The Midlands”. The December field trip to 
Newtownbarry House had to be cancelled due to the severe weather conditions on the day. 
Lectures continue to attract the general public and 35 non members attended during the year. I 

would like to thank all lecturers and field trip leaders for giving their time and sharing their 

knowledge. 

When drawing up the programme of events the committee tries, where possible, to link the 

lectures and fieldtrips but this may not always be feasible. While members continue to give 

excellent suggestions for lecture topics I would like to see more suggestions for topics and 

venues for fieldtrips. If any member feels that there are areas of the county that could be 

explored more, and where there is sufficient room for safe parking on site, or nearby, please 

drop a note into the “Suggestion Box” or contact any member of the committee. I want to 

thank the members who continue to give us their suggestions and comments, they are all 

welcome. Thanks also to everyone who has written reports on lectures and field trips for the 

website. If anyone is interested in writing a report for one of our upcoming events please let a 

member of the committee know. 

Membership (Nicholas) 

In 2013 there were a total of 154 members paid up of which there were 77 individual Adult 

Memberships, 31 Family Memberships (with 75 members) and 2 Junior Memberships. This 

compares to a total of 156 in 2012. 119 existing members renewed their memberships. The 

membership rates remained the same as 2012 and a discount was given to members who paid 

in advance of the 2013 AGM. Membership packs consisting of a welcome letter, membership 

card, car sticker and a copy of the most recent newsletter are sent to all new members. We 



have continued doing email reminders prior to club events. This seems to be working well and 

we are getting positive feedback. If anyone is not receiving these updates, and would like to, 

please let me know.  

Newsletter (Nicholas)  

During the past year there were 4 issues of WNFC Newsletter produced. 33 members receive 

the newsletter by post and the remainder by email. I would like to thank everyone who 

provided articles and photographs for the newsletter. Anyone with ideas, articles or 

photographs can pass them on to me and they would be very welcome.  

Website (Marion) 

The website was revamped in 2012 which allowed us to develop it over 2013.  We are now able 

to analyse the traffic on the site and for the three months from October 1st to December 31st 

2013 there were 494 visits to it, 300 of them were unique visitors and some of them were from 

overseas.  We have included a “Latest News Page” which is updated as and when there is news. 

We would appreciate if the members would contribute, to this, any sightings or events which 

might be of interest.  We would also like new photos from members as the ones which are 

there have been there for quite a while now.  It is YOUR website so it is important that you help 

to keep it interesting.  You can contribute through the usual channels: by email to 

info@wexfordnaturalists.com or by letter to WNFC, c/o Wexford Wildfowl Reserve, North Slob, 

Co Wexford. 

Social Media (Mark) 

The social media presence of the club was considerably extended this year. Updated Facebook 

and Twitter pages were created following the drafting of a new social media policy by the 

committee. 

As of February 5th 2014, the club’s Facebook page has 125 ‘Likes’. It is managed by Nicholas, 

Michael and me. There is good interaction on the page considering the limited time available to 

update content and there is good rapport with similar organisations around the country. For 

example, one of the club’s lectures was organised through initial contact on Facebook. Only 

about 10-20 of our ‘Friends’ on Facebook are paid up members of the club so there is great 

potential to find new recruits! 

As of the same date, the club’s Twitter page has 130 ‘Followers’. This is a very good number for 

Twitter given the time committed to it. Although Twitter isn’t great for interacting with 

individuals, it is brilliant for contact with other environmental organisations and our content is 

well received. Currently I look after the account. 

Overall it was great for the club to step into the world of social media and it was fun sharing the 

news of the club with a wide audience. I tried to update the content every 2/3 days to keep it 
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fresh. There is fantastic potential to further grow the online presence of the club and attract 

new members in 2014. 

Library (Will) 

The number of members taking books out on loan has been disappointing and I would like to 

see more members availing of the facility. Unfortunately the books cannot be stored here at 

Wexford Wildfowl Reserve therefore they are kept at my residence at Jamestown. The list of 

books is available on the club website. I bring a selection of books to each meeting but if 

anyone wants to borrow a particular title, or wishes to call to view or collect books, please do 

not hesitate to contact me.  

Club Archive (Janet)  

I am still compiling the archives for the club and this will be completed and up to date by our 

10th anniversary party in September. I would like to thank members for giving me photos and 

newspaper cuttings for the archives particularly Mick Clancy, Martin O’Connell, Harm Deenen, 

Richard Gaul and Marion Brady. Any further contributions will be gratefully accepted especially 

material relating to the early days of the club. 

Recording  

The Dragonfly and Damselfly Survey, which is being co-ordinated by Chris Wilson, has been a 

great success over this past season. In 2013 we added 42 new species to 17 different 10km 

squares surveyed. Four 10km squares also came off the ‘No Odonata Records’ list – a fantastic 

achievement. We also received a lot more quantitative species records for squares throughout 

the whole county. A number of records were submitted by non-members through the club’s 

Facebook page. 2014 is, hopefully, the last fieldwork season for this project so do PLEASE get 

out there and keep those records coming. We are looking forward to being able to publish the 

Co. Wexford Odonata Guide, with YOUR help. Another good year of records will make such a 

difference to the planned publication.   

Plant records have been submitted to Paul Green for his work on the recording of plants in the 

county.  

The club’s second recording bio blitz was held on 27th July at Jamestown and over 300 species 

were recorded on the day. 

A new initiative this year was to undertake a Hedgerow Survey. 14 people took on surveys of 24 

stretches of hedgerow all around the county.  Not all counts took place each month but, by the 

end of the year, 227 counts had been done resulting in an extraordinary amount of records. 

When we started this survey we did not know what to expect, however, over 3,500 records 

have been received. I wish to thank Michael O’Donnell for all his work on this project. A full 

report on the survey is available from Michael who will be delighted to welcome more 

volunteers on board.  



In order to improve identification skills the committee set aside a sum of money to cover the 

fee for the Biodiversity Centre Identification Workshops in which a number of members took 

part.  These workshops were in addition to those arranged locally by the club.  

The records policy was also reviewed and changed. 

All records received have been, or are in the process of being, entered onto the MapMate 

recording software and will be forwarded to the National Biodiversity Data Centre and other 

recording schemes once validation has been completed.  I wish to thank Michael O’Donnell and 

Paul Green for their help with this process. Members of the committee have been in discussion 

with the staff of the National Biodiversity Data Centre with a view to drawing up a customised 

Record Submission Form which can be accessed through the club website. This will allow the 

Records Officer to view all records submitted for County Wexford, not just limited to the 

records submitted through the WNFC forms. Further details will be announced shortly. 

Members who prefer to submit their sightings on paper forms, or verbally to the Records 

Officer, can still continue to do so. Thank you to everyone who submitted records during the 

past year, to Harm for compiling the records and to the staff of the Biodiversity Centre for their 

ongoing support. 

 

To conclude, I want to say thanks to all members for  your continued support, to Will Warham 

for allowing us to use his home and reserve for various events, Cliona Connolly, Environment 

Awareness Officer and Niamh Lennon, Biodiversity and Forward Planning section, Wexford Co. 

Co., for helping to promote the club through their own work with schools and community 

groups. Thanks also to The Echo and People Newspapers and South East Radio for publicising 

our events. Special thanks to the National Parks and Wildlife Service for use of the Reserve 

facilities especially Lorcán Scott, District Conservation Officer, and the staff here at the Reserve, 

Dominic and Nicky, Andrew and John for all their help. Thank you to Annie Wilson for catering 

at the Dragonfly Workshop and to those who help out with refreshments after lectures (and 

bring the cakes!).  

Last, but by no means least, I want to thank the committee members. Due to work and study 

commitments Kevin and Mark have decided not to go forward for re-election. I thank them and 

the other members for their contributions, help, support and good humour throughout the 

year. 

I have felt very proud to hear so many visiting lecturers and field trip leaders speak so highly 

about the club, and the interest shown by members, and comment on the welcoming and 

relaxed atmosphere. That’s down to YOU. We have a great reputation, let’s keep it up! 

Thank you. 

          Mary Foley  

              


