
Chairman’s Report AGM 2017 

I am delighted to be able to report another very successful year for the club  

The committee met on nine occasions during the year. Once again the various committee member 

responsibilities were shared out, thus giving everyone a chance to play an active role in the administration of the 

club.  A number of committee members represented the club at various events during the year.  As in previous 

years the club co sponsored, along with the Environment Department of Wexford County Council, the annual 

Schools’ Wildlife Art Competition. Members attended the prize giving in the County Hall.  The club was also 

represented at Wexford County Council’s Annual Environmental Awards where schools who had been awarded 

their first An Taisce Green-Schools flag were also presented with nest boxes.  

 

 

EVENTS (Michael O’Connor) 

All lectures and field trips in 2016 went ahead as planned except for the July lecture, the location of which had 

to be changed for reasons beyond our control from Enniscorthy Library to the Pumphouse.  The attendance at 

field trips ranged from 10 to 31 with an average of 43 at lectures.  Attendances were down slightly on the 2015 

figures.  Our lectures are attracting members of the public and a total of 67 non members attended last year.  

Due to requests from the public the club held a Dawn Chorus in the Raven Nature Reserve in May. Also in May 

we had a lovely and informative day identifying ladybirds and shield bugs with Dr Brian Nelson at Jamestown 

Nature Reserve.  Thanks to Will Warham for allowing us the use of his reserve.  In June we held our annual 

Mini Bio Blitz at Secret Valley Wildlife Park, Clonroche.  This turned out to be a very enjoyable day but was 

very poorly attended.  On the social side the club held a summer party in July, thanks to Carol and John Gibbon 

for hosting this event.  In August 18 members had a very enjoyable trip to Lough Boora, Co.Offaly.  The club 

had to cancel the Kerry trip in October as it was not financially viable to hire a bus because of a poor uptake.  

However 12 members travelled in a private capacity and had fabulous time especially looking at the deer in 

Killarney National Park.  Thanks to Chris Barron, Killarney National Park Education Centre, for leading the 

walk and giving us so much information about the deer and the National Park.  I would like to thank all lecturers 

and field trip leaders for sharing their knowledge and giving their time.  Thanks to Ann O Connor a club 

member for allowing us to use her Wildlife Park for the Bio Blitz.  

The committee when drawing up a list of events tries to link lectures with field trips, but this is not always 

possible.  Members continue to give suggestions for lectures but I would like to see more suggestions for venues 

for fieldtrips. 

 

 

PRO (Michael O’Connor) 

One thousand eight hundred brochures were printed and these were distributed throughout the county to libraries 

and tourists venues and are also available at Wexford Wildfowl Reserve and at Wexford County Council 

Buildings at Carriglawn.  The monthly lectures are advertised in the People and Echo newspapers and on South 

East Radio.  A new Pop-Up Poster was purchased and this is on display in the Visitor Centre at Wexford 

Wildfowl Reserve and is brought to other events in the County to advertise the club. 

 

LIBRARY (Michael O’Connor) 

There are over 140 books, journals and leaflets in the club library. There are new books purchased regularly. A 

small number of people take books at most lecture nights but it would be nice to see more people use it. 

 

 



NEWSLETTER (Lynn Cassidy) 

During 2016 there were four Newsletters compiled for March, June, September and December by Editor Lynn 

Cassidy, who would like to thank all who contributed articles and information to make publishing of the 

quarterly Newsletter possible.  Also I would like to thank Chairman Nicholas Egan for his printing, proof-

reading and mailing services, which allow delivery of the Newsletter to members.  The next Newsletter will be 

published next month and any club members who wish to contribute items for inclusion, text or photos 

welcome, should either email or pass onto any committee member.  Please don't forget that the Newsletter is 

'owned' by all club members and as such it is up to each of you to decide content and format, if you wish - the 

Editor is merely the 'compiler'. 

 

SOCIAL MEDIA (Nicholas Egan) 

 

Our Facebook page has continued to be enjoyed by many and has seen a growth in numbers up to 454 from 337 

in 2015 Twitter is also doing well currently at 612 followers.  It is a great way for the club to share information, 

and enticing new members.  

I was looking after facebook for most of the year keeping events advertised and posting interesting articles.  I 

would like to thank everyone who sent in articles and photos for use on facebook.  Thanks also to Michael 

O’Donnell who is also monitoring the page and answers all the questions and queries on the page.  

 

CORREPONDENCE & EMAIL UPDATES (Nicholas Egan) 

We have been sending out email reminders and news updates to any members that we have email addresses for.  

Sometimes errors creep into addresses but we try our best.  If you are not receiving these emails and wish to do 

so, please let us know and we will correct/add your email address. 

 

ODONATA & LEPIDOPTERA BOOKS (Marion Brady) 

 

Thanks to sponsorship and the sales the cost of production of both books has been exceeded.   

The Lepidoptera of County Wexford continues to be on sale at club events and in local bookshops also.  

 

MEMBERSHIP REPORT (Marion Brady) 

 

2016 saw 129 paid up members in the club, comprising of 75 individual adult memberships and 24 family 

memberships (with 54 members).  We already have 13 new members signed up for this new year and hope that 

the members will continue to help the committee to promote the club as much as possible, to keep our 

membership strong. 

 

WEBSITE REPORT (Marion Brady) 
 

The Club website helps to promote the club so it is important that you help to keep it interesting by contributing 

to its content.  This can be done by sending photos or articles to info@wexfordnaturalists.com.  We have a 

“Latest News Page” which is updated, when there is news. We would appreciate if the members would send in 

any interesting sightings or events which might be of interest.  We use the “Home” page to describe the club. On 

this page there are photos, shown as slideshows, which have been sent in by members, but we would also like 

new photos from members, especially those who have not yet contributed.  Any changes to venues, dates or 

lecture titles, are highlighted under “Announcements” on the “Home” page, so please, if possible, check this 

regularly, especially if weather conditions might prevent outdoor events from taking place.  Under the “Events” 

mailto:info@wexfordnaturalists.com


menu, you will find the calendar for the year, the list of events which are planned for the year and reports of past 

events.  The “Library” menu is divided into different sections, making it easy for you to see which books are 

available to borrow from our library.  The Gallery would be much more interesting if members would send in 

their photos of either, club events or any wildlife photos they may have.  The Newsletter page has newsletters 

dating back to September 2013, older newsletters are available, if requested, but the page gets cluttered if we 

keep all of them on it. The member’s page is self-explanatory, with rates of membership and how to pay.  It also 

has a PDF copy of the programme available to download.  

 

The “Records” page has become very important to the club, as there is now an online “Records Submission” 

form which, when you click on it, opens a form which can be completed there and then. This form is connected 

to the National Biodiversity Data Centre in Waterford and it is an easy way to record your sightings.  If, 

however, you don’t wish to use this, there is also a PDF form which can be downloaded, filled out and given to 

the records officer.  Our “Constitution” and “Social Media Policy” are under the “About” menu, and there are 

links to various other relevant websites on the “Links” page.  

 

Analysis of  the traffic on the website for the twelve months from Jan 1st to December 31st 2016 shows that 

there were 2768 visits to it, 1962 of them were first time visitors and many visitors to the website were from 

overseas countries: UK, US, Russia, Brazil, Italy, Austria, Germany and Australia.  Remember it is your website 

so it is important that you help to keep it interesting by contributing to its content. 

 

ARCHIVE REPORT 2016 (Janet Whelehan) 

After a busy year for the club with meetings and outings every month I wanted to keep the archives up to date as 

much as possible.  Financial reports, correspondence, reports on meetings and outings, minutes of committee 

meetings and hedgerow survey reports all go into the archive in the form of albums and folders and on to a hard 

drive. 

Thank you to all members who have contributed material for the archive for 2016.  Especially welcome are 

newspaper cuttings relating to the club and photographs of meetings and outings. 

 

RECORDS (Mary Foley) 

 

Over 4,300 records - an increase of 3,000 on the 2015 figure - were submitted via the Club online recording 

form in 2016.  This figure was boosted by people who took part in the National Biodiversity Data Centre’s 

‘5000 Record Challenge’ in May.  Records were also communicated verbally, by email and through Facebook.  

The number of recorders has also increased with 81 people having submitted records compared to 49 in 2015 

and it is encouraging to see some of the Club’s newer members taking part.  A list of all known recorders is 

attached to this report.  

 

Since March we have been highlighting a ‘Species of the Month’ on our website, on Facebook and at the 

monthly meetings.  The aim was to have easily recognisable species to encourage those who are nervous about 

recording.  The number of records received through this initiative has varied but importantly it is raising 

awareness.  Field Notebooks are available for members to take note of what they see and submit those records 

later or pass them on to me.  A summary of records received is now available on the website.  Plant records 

received were passed on to Paul Green for the “Flora of County Wexford” project. 

All records are validated by the National Biodiversity Data Centre in Waterford and are added to the national 

biodiversity database and can be accessed through Biodiversity Maps (maps.biodiversityireland.ie/).  It is great 

to see that quite a number of our members are listed as having submitted records that were included in the 

National Biodiversity Data Centre’s recent publication Atlas of Mammals in Ireland: 2010-2015 which is 

available in the Club library.  

As many of you know the Club commenced a Hedgerow Recording Project in 2013 where those taking part 

recorded what they observed along a one kilometre stretch of hedgerow each month.  An additional 1,400 

records were submitted through this project in 2016.  The numbers of members taking part, and the sites being 

surveyed, has dropped over the years and in November the committee decided to discontinue the survey in its 

present format and instead encourage members to record what they see along the hedgerows and submit the 

records via the online form and enter “Hedgerow” under the habitat type. 



Work continues on gathering information on the species of Ladybirds and Shield Bugs in the county.  One 

hundred and twenty shield bug records, including twenty four new hectad records, and one hundred and ninety 

one ladybird records, which included twenty one new hectad records were received.  The records being 

submitted are mostly from those members who are already actively recording as well as one very active non 

member.  The project has raised awareness however and we are getting in records from other people from time 

to time. 

I wish to thank Club member Michael O’Donnell for his help with the MapMate recording software, the staff of 

the National Biodiversity Data Centre for their ongoing support and everyone who submitted records.  I would 

also like to encourage more members to take part. Recording those species which you may regard as ‘common’ 

can help map its distribution.  

 

THANK YOU (Nicholas Egan) 

I want to thank all lecturers and field trip leaders who have given their time to come and talk to us and lead trips. 

I want to thank the staff of the National Parks and Wildlife Service for their help and for the use of the Reserve 

facilities, especially Dominic Berridge, Reserve Warden, and also Nicky Walsh, George Lett, Andrew Butler 

and John Kinsella who prepare the room for meetings and set out the table for our after lecture refreshments.  I 

wish to thank Cliona Connolly, Environment Awareness Officer with Wexford County Council, for helping to 

promote the Club through her work with schools and community groups, Alan McGuire for promoting the Club 

on his radio programme on South East Radio and to The Echo and People Newspaper Groups for publicising 

our events.  Thank you to the staff of the National Biodiversity Data Centre who give tremendous support to the 

club.  Thanks also to Bruce Walker, who audited the accounts, Carol and John Gibbon for allowing us use their 

house and garden for the barbeque and to everyone who helped with the refreshments during the year. 

 

Last, but my no means least, I thank my fellow committee members for their contributions, help, support and the 

fun and to all members for your continued loyalty. 

 


