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Welcome to the June issue of WNFC newsletter.
UPCOMING CLUB EVENTS
JULY
Thursday 6th:
"Coypu, Chipmunk, Egyptian Goose - what next?" by Colette
O'Flynn, Invasive Species Officer, National Biodiversity Data
Centre (an update on invasive species).
Saturday 17th:
Field Trip to watch Terns at Lady's Island, with Dave Daly, a club
member, who has been a warden of this brackish lake, housing
one of Europe's largest breeding tern colonies, for 17 years.
Meet at 2pm at Our Lady's Island Community Centre (T105077).

SEPTEMBER
Thursday 7th: "The Merlin of Connemara" by Dermot Breen,
Conservation Ranger National Park and Wildlife Service. Dermot
will talk about the work monitoring this small bird of prey.
Saturday 9th:
Workshop on collecting and using pollinator friendly
wildflower seed with Dr. Úna Fitzpatrick, Ecologist, National
Biodiversity Data Centre. Venue, Jamestown Nature Reserve,
Oylegate, 10am - 1pm (S986315). The workshop is free and
although booking is not essential, it would be great if we had an
idea of numbers. If you would like to take part please email
info@wexfordnaturalists.com but please remember you are still
welcome on the day even if you have not managed to contact
us.
HERITAGE WEEK
th
th
National Heritage Week 2017 takes place from the 19 -27
August with an emphasis on making this the year more people
learn about and enjoy Ireland’s nature. Wexford Naturalists’
Field Club and the National Biodiversity Data Centre are holding
a butterfly walk along part of the Irish Butterfly Monitoring
th
Scheme transect route on Saturday 19 August, meeting at the
barrier entrance to the Raven Wood Nature Reserve at 12 noon.
All members welcome.

Sandwich Terns at Lady’s Island (photo Dave Daly)

AUGUST
Thursday 3rd:
"Conservation Grazing with Native Irish Cattle in the Uplands
of County Kerry" by Kilian Kelly, Institute of Technology, Tralee.
Killian is going to talk about his research work, which was done
in collaboration with the Dingle Dexter Beef Company and
NPWS and was featured on BBC's Countryfile.
Saturday 12th:
Field Trip to Rostoonstown to see landforms (Ireland's Great
Barrier Coast), wild flowers including the very rare
Cottonweed, wildlife, seabirds and more with Jim Hurley. Meet
at 2pm at the barrier at the end of the road to Rostoonstown
(T081053).

Since events may change due to unforeseen circumstances
please check for last minute updates posted on the club
website, by email or by phone on 076 100 2660.
Suitable clothing and footwear are recommended for outdoor
events.
NOTES TO MEMBERS
A new recording form can be accessed by clicking on the
'Recording' tab at wexfordnaturalists.com and scrolling down to
'Records Submission'. Please report any difficulties or comments
with usage of the new form to records@wexfordnaturalists.com
Don't forget to use your club library, which has a selection of
wildlife books available. Why not peruse whilst you partake of
the refreshments post lecture in the visitor centre!
THE DAWN CHORUS – There was a good crowd present despite
the early start. The chorus was slow to build up, Thrush, Robin
and Blackbird being the first songsters, but 31 species were
recorded overall. We thank Dave Daly (club member) for his
leadership and Maura and all the other staff at the Heritage Park
for accommodating the club at the site. More information here
http://www.wexfordnaturalists.com/fieldtrip-reports/eventreports-2017
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This event held in April was a pleasant and informative
experience with an official booklet handout, which if you missed
the event you can access 'How to Guide' books from the club
library
or
from
this
site
http://www.biodiversityireland.ie/projects/irish-pollinatorinitiative/all-ireland-pollinator-plan/
Two of our members were so inspired by the workshop that
they decided to take action and informed the WNFC that:

Dawn Chorus in The Irish National Heritage Park (Photo Marion
Brady)
WNFC BIOBLITZ
The Bioblitz at Ballymore Historic Features, Camolin was a
successful day for the recording of species and was glorious
weatherwise with 20 members enjoying the peaceful natural
surroundings. Eight new records for the 10km square were
acquired, plus one new county record (details to be reported on
the club's website). Birds seen included the Great Spotted
Woodpecker, Yellowhammer and a Little Grebe. Flowers
included Common Orchids, Tormentil and a sea of white
flowering watercress by the pond. Azure Damselflies flitted and
mated around the pond. A grand day was had by all and WNFC
members would like to express their thanks to Margaret
Donovan who hosted the event, and her helpers who provided
excellent refreshments.

Following on from an interesting and informative talk/workshop
by Dr. Erin Jo Tiedeken on All Ireland Pollinator Plan in
Jamestown, Oylegate, the Duncormick Area Action Group
decided to hold a Junior pollinator plan "Bee-ing Friendly". The
slideshow/demo was in conjunction with our ‘Action Plan’, a
plan towards providing information on bees and ways to help
develop a biodiversity area on our river walkway. The slideshow
gave details on different species of bees, their life cycles and the
importance of providing food and shelter. One of our members
Barry Cahill demonstrated to the children how to make a small
bee home from Bamboo. The children then had a go at making
their own. We walked along the river to look for solitary bee
areas. We erected our own small bee hotel. We also put up 2
signs where we intend on letting ‘nature take its course’ and to
provide shelter and food for our bees. A great day was had by
all. Article by Philomena Cahill & Jacintha Cloney

POLLINATOR PLAN NEWS
The National Biodiversity Data Centre’s online mapping system
for tracking the build-up of pollinator-friendly habitat
throughout the landscape, “Actions for Pollinators”, was
released earlier this year. If you have taken pollinator friendly
actions in your garden please register on the site and log your
efforts. For more information see
www.biodiversityireland.ie/projects/irish-pollinatorinitiative/all-ireland-pollinator-plan/latest-news/

Moths being Identified at BioBlitz

Solitary Mining Bee, these burrow into bare ground patches and
as these account for 62% of the 77 of solitary bee pollinators,
please leave uncultivated bare ground in the garden for nesting
of the bees.

Club members at the BioBlitz held in Ballymore, Camolin
(photos Mary Foley)
THE POLLINATOR WORKSHOP
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butterflies, perhaps not least due to its favourite, widely
distributed common food source, the thistle, in fact it is
sometimes called the Thistle butterfly and its scientific name
Vanessa Cardui means 'Butterfly of Thistle'.

A small solitary bee (unidentified) shown to illustrate sizing,
these could easily be mistaken for flies.
EDITOR’S TIDBITS
Wasps are not as good at pollinating as bees because they do
not have an agenda to collect nectar for feeding as bees do.
Instead the young of wasps are carnivores and are fed on
insects, in return the adult wasp feeds on sugar secreted by the
larvae. But when the young hatch then this supply of sugar
ceases, which is why wasps become agitated and tend to sting at
the end of the season.
Orange-tip butterflies favour Lady's Smock, (Cuckoo flower) as a
food source, laying their eggs at the base of the flower head. But
one flower head only supports one caterpillar so they can as a
result be cannibalistic!
Mimics - both Crows and Starlings are adept at mimicking
sounds, US studies, have shown that the Starling has the ability
to understand inflections / relationships between arrangement
of words!
Biomimicry – when being developed the modern jet engine
proved to have a problem with air flow, hence it would stall.
The solution to the problem was a cone insertion, copied from
the internal structure of the Peregrine Falcon, which can dive at
speeds up to 200 mph.
The value of wild plants is realised by knowing that 95% of our
global nutritional requirements are derived from 30 basic
species of plants.
The Painted Lady - Now is the time to see this beautiful migrant,
which migrates from its breeding grounds in Morocco from late
March onwards. Just 5 cm in length and weighing 200milligram,
it can fly at 30mph and be on the wing for 100miles a day, using
the sun as a compass. Genes dictate its migratory ability, for
example adverse weather conditions or shortage of food supply
can turn on or off some genes. Butterflies in general have
declined by up to 70% due to loss of habitat, food sources and
changing weather conditions. It is only recently that the
migratory knowledge of this globally spread species (excluding
the Antartic) has become known. A 9,000-mile round trip from
Africa to the Arctic Circle is accomplished, albeit not by
individuals, but in steps of up to 6 generations. They fly at high
altitudes of over 500meters on their return migration journeys.
Therefore, Painted Lady's returning to Africa in Autumn are
several generations removed from the ones who left Africa
earlier that year, as they only live for approximately 3 weeks.
Pheromones are produced by the male to attract the female,
they then link together for up to an hour. Eggs are the size of a
pinhead and laid on nettles, they take 5 days to hatch and the
caterpillars shed their skin 5 times before emerging as a
butterfly. The Painted Lady is the most widely distributed of

Painted Lady photos by Janet Whelehan.
ABBEYLEIX BOG
Despite the cold and rainy weather, this club outing was well
attended, with a guided walk through woodland, along the old
railway site to the boardwalk across the raised bog area. The
500-acre site containing diverse habitats of raised bog,
woodland, wet carr, meadows, lagg and cutaway areas, was
owned by the De Vesci family from 1750 till purchase by Bord na
Móna in 1986. The De Vesci's were philanthropic towards their
tenants and provided employment (3 mills), turf cutting rights
and the railway connection from Abbeyleix town to connect
Kilkenny with Portlaoise. The rails, now gone, provide the
pathway through the site for humans and wildlife. The
boardwalk over the High or Raised bog was funded by the
Portlaoise Partnership and built by Rural Social Scheme
employees and volunteers. The 90 metres of boardwalk, allow
the bog and its environmental delights to be accessible to the
public. Preservation of the site was brought about by awareness
raised by European directives and the realisation of the possible
desecration of the bog being perpetrated by Bord na Móna, who
brought in heavy plant for harvesting turf from off the bog.
Raised bogs are fed by rainfall, not streams or ground water, the
sphagnum moss forms dome shapes prohibiting collection of
water, they are therefore surrounded by a wetland area fed by
surface water. Rare species include the Red Squirrel, the Marsh
Fritillary butterfly, Merlin and Redshank. Other species are Irish
Hares, Otters, Snipe and Woodcock. Plants, which our group

WNFC, c/o Wexford Wildfowl Reserve, North Slob, Wexford. Website: www.wexfordnaturalists.com; Email: info@wexfordnaturalists.com

viewed included the carnivorous Sundew and the delicate Bog
Rosemary. A treat included the spotting by Zoe Delvin of a rare
Star of Bethlehem flower at the edge of the bog in the wet
woodland area.

committee. Alternatively, you can submit your records by email
to the above address or by post to the WNFC Records Officer c/o
Wexford Wildfowl Reserve. Over the coming months we will be
highlighting different habitats where we would like members to
record so please join in and make your contribution to nature
conservation as a “citizen scientist”.
BUTTERFLY ATLAS 2021
Running from 2017 to 2021 the Butterfly Atlas is an All-Ireland
project which is being coordinated by the National Biodiversity
Data Centre in Waterford. The project aims to identify where
our butterfly species currently are and the size of their
populations.
One of the easiest ways for members to get involved and
support the atlas is that whenever you see a butterfly and know
what it is submit the record by any of the means outlined above.
Remember, we want records for all species resident and
migrant. To find out more about this project and for details of
how you might like to get more involved see
www.biodiversityireland.ie/recordbiodiversity/surveys/butterflyatlas/get-involved/highsq/

The Carnivorous Sundew

THE LADYBIRDS AND SHIELDBUGS OF COUNTY WEXFORD
Enclosed with this newsletter is a chart showing where species
have been recorded to date and a map of the county with
coloured squares highlighting some of the areas where we
particularly need help. By comparing the chart and map you will
see areas where some common species have not been recorded
e.g. 14-spot hasn’t been recorded in S80 or T10 and only two
species have been recorded in T11. There are areas where the
habitat won’t suit some species but please help us fill in as many
of the gaps as possible for some of the more common ones. To
date, the common 7-spot Ladybird is the only species that has
been recorded in all 10km squares in the county however, even
though we have at least one record in every 10km square, there
are still large areas in a lot of squares where it hasn’t yet been
recorded so continue to send in your sightings.

The Star of Bethlehem.
Photos and article by Zoe Devlin.
RECORDING
Recording Form: We have a new online Recording Form to tie in
with the National Biodiversity Data Centre’s upgraded record
submission system. The new system has some added features
and you now track your records and have the option of signing
up for a Recorder League. The form can be accessed at
records.biodiversityireland.ie/record/wexford-naturalists
If you have any queries, or you find a species that is not on the
list, please talk to Mary Foley, Records Officer, email
records@wexfordnaturalists.com or contact a member of the

Dock Bug photo by Jonathan Derham
ARTICLES FOR NEWSLETTER Compiled and edited by Lynn
Cassidy. Thanks to all who contributed. The next newsletter
will be published in September. Items for inclusion may be
passed onto me at any club event or via email
newsletter.wnfc@gmail.com.
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