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Welcome to the June newsletter. A special welcome to the 

following new members who joined since the last newsletter was 

published in March: Lorraine O'Sullivan, Jacintha Cloney, Mary 

Barrett, Diann Fletcher Jones, Edel Doyle, Magali Denard and 

David Keane. Everyone is welcome in the Visitor Centre for 

refreshments after our lectures; do come along, it is a great way 

to get to know your fellow members. 

 

UPCOMING CLUB EVENTS 

All lectures will be held at 8pm in The Pumphouse, Wexford 

Wildfowl Reserve. Since events may change due to unforeseen 

circumstances please check for last minute updates sent by email 

and posted on the Club website www.wexfordnaturalists.com. 

Details are also available by telephoning Wexford Wildfowl 

Reserve (076) 1002660.   

 

July 

Thursday 4th: “Pollinators, plants and use of pesticides: 

implications for the delivery of pollination services” by Dr Dara 

Stanley, UCD School of Agriculture and Food Science. 

Saturday 13th: 10am-4pm BioBlitz at Monksgrange, Rathnure 

(S825 414). During this time members will be out and about 

identifying and documenting wildlife species from butterflies and 

birds to flowers and bees. If you would like join in the fun, and at 

the same time help us build up the knowledge of biodiversity on 

the grounds, by coming along for all, or even just part of the day, 

please let any committee member know at the July lecture or 

contact the Club Secretary. More information and contact details 

will be circulated to members closer to the date. 

 

August 

Thursday 1st: “Hedgerows: history, mythology, wildlife 

corridors” by Eoin Donnelly. 

Saturday 10th: Coach trip to see how woodland management 

practices benefit nature at Carrigmore Farm, Co. Wicklow with 

Christian Osthoff. Coach fare €25. For further information and 

booking contact the Club Secretary. Names and €10 non-

refundable deposit will be taken at our July lecture. If you are 

interested in travelling and cannot attend the lecture please send 

your name and contact details, together with your deposit, to the 

Club Secretary.  

 

September  

Thursday 5th: “Turloughs - vanishing fields or vanishing lakes” 

by Dr Micheline Sheehy Skeffington, NUI Galway (retd.). 

Saturday 21st: (Note change of date) Seaweed foraging at 

Baginbun with Maria Power. Meet at 2pm outside the castle in 

Fethard-on-Sea (S792 052). 

Tuesday 10th-Friday 13th: Sligo Field Event 

Midweek trip to Sligo staying at the Sligo Park Hotel – 3 nights 

dinner, bed and breakfast €195.00 per person sharing or €255.00 

per single room. We will be using our own transport and car 

pooling where possible. If you are interested in travelling, and 

haven’t already contacted us, please give your name to Mick 

O’Connor at any event or email the Club Secretary. 

              

OTHER EVENTS  

The following may be of interest to members: 

 

Kilmore Quay Seafood Festival.  
The annual festival lecture, “The Saltee Islands”, by Jim Hurley 

will take place on Friday 5th July in Coast Hotel, Kilmore Quay 

at 8pm. The following day Jim will lead a leisurely walk around 

the Kilmore Quay Walking Trail. Meet at the picnic tables by the 

children’s playground in the car park in Kilmore Quay at 2pm. 

Both events are free and everyone is welcome. For more 

information contact Jim (086) 1637199 

 

Workshops 

A series of workshops are being held as part of An Urgent 

Enquiry – an artist’s residency exploring biodiversity in County 

Wexford, led by artist Mark Clare and supported by Wexford 

County Council and the Arts Council www.anurgentenquiry.ie/  

 “The Little Things Matter”, led by Lorraine Archer, exploring 

the incredible contribution phytoplankton make to life on Earth 

will take place on Saturday June 29th from 10am – 12pm at 

Stella Maris Centre, Kilmore Quay. 

On Saturday July 13th Dermot Hughes of Forage Ireland will 

lead a small group around the grounds surrounding Tintern 

Abbey for a “Wild Food Walk” from 10 am – 1 pm. 

These workshops are free and have a maximum of 20 places – 

pre registration essential. Anyone interested in participating 

should contact mark.clare@gmail.com to register. 

 

Heritage Week at Wexford Wildfowl Reserve 

Sunday 18th August – Butterfly walk from the Snipe Field back 

along walkway to the Visitor Centre car park. 2pm – 4pm 

Tuesday 20th August – Bug hunting for kids in the Raven Nature 

Reserve, Curracloe. 11am – 12.30pm 

Thursday 22nd August – Nature Scavenger Hunt for kids in the 

Raven Nature Reserve. 11am – 12.30pm 

Saturday 24th August – Bat talk and walk from the Pumphouse. 

8.30pm – 11.30pm 

All events are free and everyone is welcome. For further 

information or to book a place telephone (076) 1002663 

 

Wildflower Talk  

Zoë Devlin will give a wildflower talk in Wexford Library on 

Tuesday 23rd July at 7pm. Phone (053) 9196760 to book a place 

 

BIODIVERSITY ART COMPETITION 

The winners in Wexford County Council’s Annual Artwork 

Competition were presented with their prizes at a ceremony in 

the County Hall on Thursday 20th June. This competition is run 

in conjunction with the Club and is organised each year to help 

promote Wexford’s biodiversity. The theme this year was  
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“Mammals of Wexford’s Coast”. All participating schools were 

entered in a draw and the winning schools were presented with a 

nest box by our vice chairperson Bruce Walker. The winners’ 

artwork will be on display in the County Hall until the end of 

July. 

 

CETACEAN SURVEY 

The Irish Whale and Dolphin Group conduct monthly surveys for 

cetaceans (dolphins, porpoises and whales) on board commercial 

car ferries. Club member Marion Brady is the coordinator for the 

IWDG on the Rosslare Harbour-Pembroke route. If any member 

is interested in taking part, and would like to find out more 

details, please talk to Marion at any of our events. 

 

 
Common Dolphins (Photo: Marion Brady) 

 

A one-day workshop, suitable for beginners, or those who want 

to refresh their skills, is included as part of the National 

Biodiversity Data Centre Summer/Autumn Workshop 

Programme. See below for more details. 

 

RECORDING  
One of the objectives of the Club is “to collect and record 

information regarding the natural history of County Wexford”. 

Members can contribute to this by recording what they see when 

out for a walk or even in their own garden and neighbourhood. 

Many of you submit records regularly by email or through our 

online recording form www.biodiversityireland.ie/record-

biodiversity/ for members who don’t have internet access you 

can pass on your records to me, Mary Foley, at club events or by 

post. If you would like a Field Notebook to keep track of your 

records please let me know. Records of all wild species, unusual 

or common, are always welcome. Don’t forget to keep those 

records of ladybirds and shieldbugs coming in! 

Special thanks to those members who have signed up for the All-

Ireland Butterfly Atlas and the Dragonfly Ireland Survey. For 

more information on these projects see 

www.biodiversityireland.ie/record-biodiversity/  

 

Interesting Record 

In late summer 2018 Club member Jonathan Derham, found two 

types of galls on oak trees near the Environmental Protection 

Agency Headquarters, Johnstown Castle Estate, both were on the 

same tree. 

‘The golf-ball sized Oak Gall is a common enough observation, 

and are often referred to as Oak Apples.  The small hole is the 

point of exit of the insect post the larval stage. The Oak Gall is 

formed by a type of wasp Biorhiza pallida in the family 

Cynipidae.  The wasp lays its eggs in leaf buds.  

‘The second gall found is from another wasp of the Cynipidae 

family called Andricus quercuscalicis and the very distinct gall is 

called a Knopper Gall.  This wasp lays its egg in a developing 

acorn and the resultant deformation is quite startling. Sometimes 

the remnants of the acorn can be seen.  The green-brown knopper 

gall has a sticky coating too.  The gall darkens as the season 

advances to the point of emergence of the wasp.  The wasp 

imago [the final and fully developed adult stage of an insect] 

usually over-winters in the gall and emerges in spring.  The 

National Biodiversity Data Centre (www.biodiversityireland.ie ) 
has confirmed that this is only the second recorded sighting for 

Ireland of this wasp though they do expect its presence is 

stronger than that recorded. They report that it is a new species to 

these islands and has spread across the UK since arriving there in 

the 1960’s.   

‘So keep your eyes open out there - you may never know what 

you might find!’ 

 

 
Knopper Galls showing remnants of host acorn (Photo: Jonathan 
Derham) 

 

The above is taken from an article submitted by Jonathan. The 

full article - They have some Gall in Wexford! - together with 

website links if you want to find out more about oak galls can be 

found at:   

www.wexfordnaturalists.com/recording/interesting-records. 
Thanks to Jonathan for submitting the records and sharing his 

interesting account with us.  

 

Identification Workshops  
The National Biodiversity Data Centre (NBDC) has recently 

released the Summer/Autumn 2019 Workshop Programme. The 

list of workshops can be viewed on the NBDC website 

www.biodiversityireland.ie/events/ and will also be displayed on 

the notice board in The Pumphouse. 

If any member wishes to attend a workshop the Club committee 

has set aside a sum of money to cover workshop fees. All other 

expenses will be borne by the member. Places are limited and 

advance booking is essential. Workshops should be booked 

directly with the NBDC. The fee will be refunded on completion 

of the workshop and applications for refunds, which will be on a 

first come basis, can be made to the Club Secretary by post or 

email.  

 

ALL-IRELAND POLLINATOR PLAN 2015-2020 

Copies of the plan, and a number of guidelines on how you can 

help our pollinators, are available from the club library and 

members are very welcome to take these out on loan. For more 

tips and to download resources check out the website 

www.pollinators.ie 
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CLUB LIBRARY  
The library is open after the lecture each month if any member 

wishes to borrow a book. The complete list of titles is available 

to view on our website. If you borrowed a book more than three 

months ago please return it as soon as possible. The book can be 

taken out on loan again if it is not required by another member. If 

a book you are interested in is already out on loan and you would 

like to reserve it for another time please talk to Liz Mooney after 

the lecture. 

 

RECENT CLUB EVENTS 

April  

Following on from the lecture by Dr Hugh Feeley, “What Lies 

Beneath: assessing the health of Ireland’s rivers and lakes under 

the Water Framework Directive” and in response to a number of 

queries on the night Hugh has sent on the following links: 

 

 Information on the Water Framework Directive: 

 www.epa.ie/water/watmg/wfd/ 

  

Back issue of EPA water quality reports and fact sheets: 

www.epa.ie/pubs/reports/water/waterqua/ 

  

Catchments.ie and Catchment Newsletters: www.catchments.ie 

  

Twitter: 

@epaecology 

@epacatchments 

@EPAIreland 

 

In addition, the links below are some of Hugh’s personal ones 

not endorsed by the EPA 

  

Twitter: @HBFeeley 

Book: www.biodiversityireland.ie/product/the-stonefly-

plecoptera-of-ireland/ 

 

YouTube video of Riverflies: 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=2lSh9UfwdZM&t=2s 

 

Special issue on the Water Framework Directive: 

 www.jstor.org/stable/10.3318/biolenviprocria.116b.issue-3 

 

For those who didn’t pick up a fact sheet about the EPA water 

monitoring programme on the night a limited number of sheets 

will be available at the July lecture. 

  

 

 
Craanford field event with Hugh Feeley (Photo: Liz Mooney) 

 

May 

A good crowd turned out for a very enjoyable walk in 

Killoughrim Woods led by Helen Cloney. Helen not only told us 

about the flora and fauna but also the history of the wood and 

some of the people and families who lived there or were 

associated with it. Thanks also to Cliff and Noreen Cunningham 

for inviting the group back to their house for refreshments. 

 
Some of the group who visited Killoughrim Wood (Photo: Liz Mooney) 

 

June 

Despite the choppy sea twenty three people enjoyed the cruise 

around the Saltee Islands. There were great views of the breeding 

seabirds on the cliffs and Grey Seals were also spotted. 

 
Saltee Islands cruise (Photo: Marion Brady) 

 

SUGGESTION BOX 

2020 Programme 

In September members of the committee will be drawing up a list 

of lectures and field events. Are there topics that our 

longstanding members would like to see revisited? Would our 

newer members like to see any particular subjects covered? If 

you know any great wildlife areas (with safe parking on site or 

nearby) that you think might be good for a field trip do let us 

know. Would you like to lead a walk?  Don’t worry, you don’t 

have to know the names of every plant, bird or insect, enthusiasm 

is all that is required.  

If you have any suggestions for events, or indeed any aspect of 

the club, drop a note into the suggestion box at lectures or let a 

member of the committee know. 

 

Change to starting time for lectures? 

The committee has received a suggestion to change the starting 

time of our lectures to 7.30pm. What do other members think - 

7.30pm or 8pm? Do let us know your thoughts. 

 

LEAVE NO TRACE 

Leave No Trace is an outdoor ethics programme designed to 

promote and inspire responsible outdoor recreation through 

education, research and partnerships. Club members are 

encouraged to promote the seven principles for reducing the 

damage caused by outdoor activities.   

 

1. Plan Ahead and Prepare 

2. Be Considerate of Others 

3. Respect Farm Animals and Wildlife 

4. Travel and Camp on Durable Ground 

5. Leave What You Find 

6. Dispose of Waste Properly 

7. Minimise the Effects of Fire 
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FOCUS ON.... 

BANDED DEMOISELLE and BEAUTIFUL DEMOISELLE 

Summer is the best time of year to watch those large, predatory 

insects associated with water – dragonflies and damselflies. Two 

of the most spectacular and obvious damselflies are the Banded 

Demoiselle Calopteryx splendens and the Beautiful Demoiselle 

virgo. 

The males of both species are particularly striking, almost 

resembling a butterfly when seen in flight. Both have iridescent 

blue-green bodies although the appearance of the colour can alter 

depending on the light. The most obvious identification feature in 

males is their wings - those of Banded appear clear with a broad 

dark band across them whereas those of Beautiful are all dark. 

Females of both species have metallic green bodies. The wings 

are tinted with a greenish colour in Banded with those of 

Beautiful being a noticeable bronze-brown colour.  

 

 
Banded Demoiselle – Male (Photo: Edno Delaney) 

 

The habitat is usually a very reliable aid to identification. Banded 

is very much associated with slow moving rivers – e.g. the River 

Barrow in its mature stage – and canals where they can 

sometimes be seen in good numbers flying around bank-side 

vegetation.  

Beautiful on the other hand is associated with more swiftly 

running rivers and streams. They can also be found some 

distance from water, in habitats that include woodland, so if you 

see a demoiselle in your garden or along a hedgerow it is more 

likely to be Beautiful.  

 

 
Banded Demoiselle – Female (Photo: Edno Delaney) 
 

Both species are on the wing between May and September and 

are most numerous from June until August. While Banded is 

widespread throughout Ireland, Beautiful is only found in the 

southern part of the country. 

If you see any Banded or Beautiful Demoiselles this summer 

please send your records into the Club. This will also help 

contribute to Dragonfly Ireland 2019-2024 which will culminate 

in a 2024 Dragonfly Ireland Atlas. 

Dragonflies and damselflies are a fascinating but often 

underappreciated part of our fauna. If you are interested in 

learning more, The Natural History of Ireland’s Dragonflies by 

Brian Nelson and Robert Thompson is well worth a look and is 

available in the Club library. 

 

 
Beautiful Demoiselle – Male (Photo: Edno Delaney) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The next newsletter will be published in September. This is 

your newsletter and natural history articles or photos are 

always welcome. Items for inclusion should be submitted by 

post or email before Monday 9th September or they can be 

passed on to Nicholas Egan or Mary Foley at any club event. 

News of events not organised by the Club but related to its 

objectives are also welcome.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONTACT US 

General enquiries or to pass on information: 

info@wexfordnaturalists.com 

To submit records or recording queries: 

records@wexfordnaturalists.com 

To submit items for inclusion in the newsletter: 

newsletter.wnfc@gmail.com 

Postal Address: Wexford Naturalists’ Field Club, c/o Wexford 

Wildfowl Reserve, North Slob, Wexford.  

Phone (076)1002660 


