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Welcome to the December newsletter, a special 

welcome to the following new members, Maria 

Cullen, Karen Finigan, Howard Fox, Tom Leahy, Carol 

Underwood and David Underwood.  

 

2020 PROGRAMME OF EVENTS 

Our brochure is enclosed with this newsletter; we 

hope you like the new look and the variety of events 

that has been drawn up by the committee. Thank 

you to all members who submitted suggestions for 

lectures and field trips. The brochure is available at 

all Club events so why not pick up one or two copies 

and pass them on to people you think may be 

interested in joining the Club or attending any of our 

lectures. 

 

UPCOMING CLUB EVENTS 

All lectures will be held at 8pm in The Pumphouse, 

Wexford Wildfowl Reserve. Since events may change 

due to unforeseen circumstances or severe weather 

alerts please check for last minute updates posted 

on the Club website or sent by email. Details are also 

available by telephoning Wexford Wildfowl Reserve 

(076)1002660.   

 

January 

Thursday 2nd: “The Duncannon Blue Flag Farming 

and Communities Scheme” by Brendan Cooney and 

Eoin Kinsella, Environment Section, Wexford County 

Council. 

Saturday 11th: Improve your birdwatching skills. 

Workshop with Dave Daly 10.30am-1pm at Wexford 

Wildfowl Reserve (T076 239). If you have problems 

distinguishing Bewick’s Swans from Whopper Swans 

and confuse Mistle Thrush with Song Thrush then this is 

the workshop for you. The first part will be indoors 

when Dave will look at a range of species which 

cause confusion and follow up with an outdoor 

session. The workshop is especially suitable for 

beginners and those wanting to become better 

birdwatchers. 

 

February 

Thursday 6th: AGM at 7pm followed at 8pm by 

“More than just a Biological Data Hub: an overview 

of Ireland's National Biodiversity Data Centre” by Ben 

Malone, National Biodiversity Data Centre.  

Saturday 8th: Farm visit to Duncannon Blue Flag 

catchment followed by visit to Duncannon beach to 

see work being done to improve water quality in the 

area. Please note that due to calving/lambing on 

the farms participating in the scheme we are unable 

to confirm the start time and meeting place at time 

of print. Details will be circulated nearer the date by 

email and announced at our February lecture or 

can be obtained by phoning Wexford Wildfowl 

Reserve at the number above.  

 

March 

Thursday 5th: Gerald Barrett–Hamilton Memorial 

Lecture “Monitoring Whales, Dolphins and Porpoises 

in Irish Waters - The Power of Citizen Science” by 

Dave Wall, National Biodiversity Data Centre. 

Saturday 14th: Spring woodland walk at Tintern 

Abbey, Saltmills to look at early spring flowers and for 

evidence of breeding Great Spotted Woodpecker. 

Meet at 11am in the car park at Tintern Abbey (S793 

101). Leaders: Marion Brady and Paul Green. 

 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL   

Members are reminded that the annual subscription 

is due on 1st January. Membership rates remain the 

same for 2020 - €25 for an adult member, €10 for a 

junior member and €40 for family membership. 

Cheques and membership form may be posted to 

WNFC Treasurer, c/o Wexford Wildfowl Reserve, 

North Slob, Wexford or payments may be made at 

any club event. Forms are attached to our 

Programme of Events or can  

be downloaded at 

www.wexfordnaturalists.com/membership 

Owing to the General Data Protection Regulation 

(GDPR) rules we can no longer hold data indefinitely. 

Our membership form will have to be filled out by 

each member or family every year. Please ensure 

that all relevant sections of the form are completed 

fully and indicate if you wish to receive 

correspondence by email or post. By opting for 

email you will receive, in addition to newsletters, 

reminders about upcoming Club events, event 

cancellations or postponements and, occasionally, 

notices relating to natural history which may be of 

interest to you. You can change your 

correspondence preference at any time by 

contacting the Club Secretary by letter or email. If 

any of your contact details change during the year 

please inform the Club Secretary also. 

If you don't renew at the beginning of the year you 

are of course welcome to join at any time during the 

year provided that you fill in the form and pay the 

appropriate amount. Membership covers January to 

December each year.  Members who joined on or 

after 1st October 2019 are fully paid up until the end 

of 2020. Under 18s must be accompanied by an 

adult at all club events. 

AGM 

Our AGM will take place at 7.00pm on Thursday 6th 

February 2020 in The Pumphouse at Wexford 

http://www.wexfordnaturalists.com/membership


 

Wildfowl Reserve.  A new committee will be elected 

and we would ask members to consider going 

forward for election. Nominations for positions as 

committee members should be received, in writing, 

from the candidate by the Club Secretary on or 

before 16th January 2020, noting a proposer and 

seconder from the membership. Candidates may 

propose themselves. The Committee shall have a 

maximum of ten members made up of Officers and 

up to six additional members. The Officers of the 

Club shall comprise the Chair, the Vice Chair, the 

Secretary and Treasurer. Where there is more than 

one nominee as an Officer on the committee 

election shall be by secret ballot of the members 

present and entitled to vote. Election to the other 

positions on the committee shall be by means of a 

single secret ballot in which the candidates 

receiving the highest number of votes will be 

elected. (See section 4 of the Club constitution). 

Nomination forms will be available at Club meetings 

in January or can be obtained by email from the 

Club Secretary. Items for inclusion on the agenda 

should also be submitted on or before 16th January 

(see section 5.2). 

 

WESTMEATH FIELD EVENT 

We are planning to have a midweek trip to Co. 

Westmeath from 16th-19th June 2020 staying at 

Bloomfield House Hotel. Dinner, Bed & Breakfast @ 

€55.00 per person sharing per night, (€110.00 per 

room per night). Single Room Supplement €20.00 per 

night.  

For more information, and in order to get an idea of 

numbers who may be interested in travelling, please 

talk to Mick O’Connor at any event or email the 

Club Secretary. 

 

POLLINATOR NEWS 

Things to do this winter 

Willow is a vital food source for bees in spring. At this 

time of year you can take hardwood cuttings from 

existing Willows. Select healthy stems of pencil 

thickness from the current season’s growth, trim to 

about 20-30cm long and plant in a pot with soil. They 

will root easily and can be transplanted the following 

autumn. 

 

Conference on Pollinator Conservation 

Ireland’s Buzzing: International Conference on 

Pollinator Conservation takes place in Limerick City 

from 20-21st May 2020. This event will bring together 

a large audience to learn from international experts 

about successful pollinator initiatives around the 

world. It will also provide the audience with an 

opportunity to contribute their thoughts and ideas 

into the next version of the All-Ireland Pollinator Plan. 

For more information see    

pollinators.ie/conference/ 
 
Winter bumblebees  

The normal lifecycle of most Irish bumblebees ends 

when the workers and queen die off and the newly 

mated queens hibernate through the cold winter 

months. However, in recent years bumblebees have 

been seen foraging during winter. It is not known for 

certain what is causing this behaviour and if it is an 

issue of concern.  

Maynooth University are seeking volunteers to help 

collect some winter-active Bombus lucorum agg. 

workers between the months of November 2019 and 

February 2020. To understand this behaviour they 

plan to analyse their DNA. You can find more  

details at pollinators.ie/wp-

content/uploads/2019/12/Winter-active-bees-

request.pdf 

 

RECORDING 

If you have records for any species seen in 2019, and 

have not yet submitted them, please pass on the 

details to our Records Officer, Mary Foley, at  

any Club event, email 

records@wexfordnaturalists.com  

or submit online at  

www.records.biodiversityireland.ie/record/wexford

-naturalists 

Thanks to Paula O’Meara who sent in this photo of a 
Bedstraw Hawk-moth caterpillar, one of two that she 

found near Kilmuckridge on 20th September. 

Bedstraw Hawk-moth Hyles galii is a very rare 

immigrant to Ireland. The moth was confirmed 

breeding for the first time in Ireland in Co. Kildare in 

August this year.  

 
 

A NEW EYEBRIGHT FOR WEXFORD 

Eyebrights are  

notoriously difficult 

to identify as many 

of the species look 

very similar. 

Back in 2017 I made  

a collection of 

specimens from 

along a forest road 

on Cloroge More in  

the Blackstairs  

Mountains 3km north  

of Kiltealy. These 

specimens were  

sent over to England 

to be identified. The reply came back saying this is 

Euphrasia stricta – ‘Very surprising! This would be the 

first confirmed Irish record!  I need to compare the 

specimens with continental material before 

confirming the determination’. 

In November this year, I received the good news 

from Chris Metherell that he had compared my 

specimens, with herbarium material, and was happy 

I had found Euphrasia stricta. 

https://pollinators.ie/conference/
https://pollinators.ie/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/Winter-active-bees-request.pdf
https://pollinators.ie/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/Winter-active-bees-request.pdf
https://pollinators.ie/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/Winter-active-bees-request.pdf
mailto:records@wexfordnaturalists.com
http://www.records.biodiversityireland.ie/record/wexford-naturalists
http://www.records.biodiversityireland.ie/record/wexford-naturalists


 

This might well be a new species for Ireland, as the 

only other two records date back over 100 years, 

one each from Leitrim and Sligo. These have been 

rejected as there are no specimens to back up the 

determination.  

This site is an important discovery as Euphrasia stricta 

has been extinct in the UK since 1968 when last seen 

on Guernsey.  

 

Article and photo: Paul Green, WNFC member and 

Botanical Society of Britain and Ireland joint vice 

county recorder for Wexford 

 

A SELECTION OF PHOTOS FROM SOME OF OUR 2019 

EVENTS 

 

 
Jenna and Mick promoting the Club at Kilanerin 

Sustainability Fair. Photo:  Mary Foley 

 

 
Group pictured beside a Sand Martin tower on our visit to 

Carrigmore Farm, Co. Wicklow. Photo:  Mick O’Connor 

 

 
 Birdwatching at Grange with Liam Ryan. Photo:  Mick 

O’Connor 

 

We wish all our members a Happy 

Christmas and a Peaceful New Year. 

Thank you for supporting our events 

during 2019 and we look forward to 

seeing you in 2020. Don’t forget our next 

lecture will take place on Thursday 2nd 

January. 

 
 

The next newsletter will be published in March. This is 

your newsletter and natural history articles or photos 

are always welcome. Items for inclusion should be 

submitted by post or email before Monday 16th 

March or they can be passed on to a committee 

member at any club event. News of events not 

organised by the Club but related to its objectives 

are also welcome.  
 

 

 

 

 

CONTACT US 

Postal Address: Wexford Naturalists’ Field Club, 

c/o Wexford Wildfowl Reserve, North Slob, 

Wexford.  

Phone (076)1002660 

Website: www.wexfordnaturalists.com/ 

General enquiries or to pass on information: 

info@wexfordnaturalists.com 

To submit records or recording queries: 

records@wexfordnaturalists.com 

To submit items for inclusion in the newsletter: 

newsletter.wnfc@gmail.com 

You can also follow the Club on Facebook: 

WexfordNaturalistsField Club  

or 

Twitter@WildWexford 
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