
Chairman’s Report 2020 

I am pleased to report that the Field Club had an interesting and successful year where 

members participated and contributed to a very high level. Mick put together a programme 

with members’ suggestions that engaged and informed us all to a great degree over the 

year. 

The committee met on six occasions during the year. Everyone worked well together, each 

in their own areas of administration. There were many varied topics that came up that 

needed to be discussed to let the Club move forward from data protection to the club’s web 

design and many other subjects as well. 

The Club was represented by various committee members at different events in Wexford. 

The Club co sponsored with the Environment Department of Wexford County Council the 

annual Schools’ Wildlife Art Competition. Members attended the prize giving in the County 

Hall. The Club was also represented at Wexford County Council’s annual Environmental 

Awards where schools who had been awarded the first An Taisce Green Schools’ Flag were 

also presented with nest boxes. The Club is represented on the steering committee of 

Butterfly Atlas 2021. One last thing I would like to mention, the Club continues to support 

the All-Ireland Pollinator Plan by holding pollinator themed events and keeping members 

informed of progress with the plan. 

 

Events (Mick O’Connor) 
Due to unforeseen circumstances we had three changes to our advertised events in 2019 
however our lectures went ahead with a change of speakers.  We held a very successful 
wildlife quiz in February and thanks to Dave Daly and Brian O’ Connor for producing the 
question sheet and the visual clues at short notice. 
Average attendance at lectures was 51 which was an increase on 2018. The average 
attendance at field trips was 20.            
34 non members attended lectures, this figure does not include the attendance at the 
Wexford Library lecture which was open free of charge to the general public. 
As part of our outdoor events, in August, we had a bus trip to see how woodland 
management practices benefit nature at Carrigmore Farm in Co.Wicklow. Thanks to owner 
Christian Osthoff for sharing his experiences with us.  
In September sixteen members went on a very enjoyable and informative trip to Co. Sligo 
visiting Mount Plunkett Nature Reserve in Co. Roscommon on the way. I would love to see 
more members taking part in these trips outside the county as it gives people a chance to 
see what is taking place in other areas and how some of these ideas could be used at a local 
level.  
Usually after field trips some of us go for a cup of tea or a meal and a chat, it’s a nice way to 
finish the day and gives everyone a chance to get to know each other better.  
Finally I want to say thank you to all the lecturers and field trip leaders for generously giving 
of their time and expertise.  Thanks to Jeremy Hill for making us very welcome and allowing 
us to hold our recording BioBlitz on his property at Monksgrange, Rathnure. 
 

 

 



Membership Report (Marion Brady) 
In 2019 we had 133 paid up members in the club, this comprised 82 individual adult 
memberships and 21 family memberships (51 members).  We have updated in line with 
GDPR, the WNFC Data Protection Policy can be found on our website. One of the 
stipulations is that we cannot hold members details from year to year, so it is important that 
all members, who wish to get information from and about the Club by post or email, fill out 
the membership form correctly. Under the new rules we will destroy and delete any 
previously held data twelve weeks after the start of the New Year (01/01/2020). To date we 
have 37 members signed up for this New Year plus those who have signed up tonight, 
hopefully more will sign up over the coming months. We hope that the members will 
continue to help the committee to promote the club as much as possible, to keep our 
membership strong. 
 
Website Report (Marion Brady) 
Unfortunately our website is experiencing problems at the moment and we are in the 
process of looking as what can be done to update it.  There will be a cost to relating to this 
update, we are investigating this.  
The Club website helps to promote the club so it is important that you help to keep it 
interesting by contributing to its content. This can be done by sending photos or articles to 
info@wexfordnaturalists.com.  We have a “Latest News Page” which is updated, when and 
if, there is news. We would appreciate if the members would send in any interesting 
sightings or events for this page, which might be of interest. 
We use the “Home” page to describe the club. On this page there are photos, shown as 
slideshows, which have been sent in by members, but we would also like new photos from 
members, especially those who have not yet contributed. Any changes to venues, dates or 
lecture titles, are highlighted under “Announcements” on the “Home” page, so please, if 
possible, check this regularly, especially if weather conditions might prevent outdoor events 
from taking place. Under the “Events” menu, you will find the calendar for the year, the list 
of events which are planned for the year and reports of past events. Unfortunately “Google 
Maps” is not working on the site at the moment, it is a technical glitch, which I hope to have 
sorted in the near future. The “Library” menu is divided into different sections, making it 
easy for you to see which books are available to borrow from our library. I have added a 
Library book list to the Library menu. The Gallery consists of photos donated by members 
past and present but it would be much more interesting if more members sent in their 
photos of either, club events or any wildlife photos they may have. The Newsletter page has 
newsletters dating back to September 2013, older newsletters are available, if requested, 
but the page gets cluttered if we keep all of them on it. The member’s page is self-
explanatory, with rates of membership and how to pay. It also has a PDF copy of the 
programme available to download. The “Records” page is very important to the club, as we 
have an online “Records Submission” form which, when you click on it, opens a form which 
can be completed there and then. This form is connected to the National Biodiversity Data 
Centre in Waterford and it is an easy way to record your sightings. If, however, you don’t 
wish to use this, there is also a PDF form which can be downloaded, filled out and given to 
the records officer. Our “Constitution” and “Social Media Policy” and “Data Protection 
Policy” are under the “About” menu, and there are links to various other relevant websites 
on the “Links” page. 
 

mailto:info@wexfordnaturalists.com


PRO (Mick O’Connor) 
One thousand five hundred brochures were printed and these were distributed throughout 
the county in branches of Wexford Library, the Department of Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine, Teagasc, Environmental Protection Agency, Wexford County Council Buildings, 
Wexford Wildfowl Reserve and a number of tourist venues. The monthly lectures are 
advertised by Alan McGuire on his radio programmes on South East Radio, on the Visit 
Wexford website and in the People Newspapers. Our Pop-Up Poster is displayed in the 
Visitor Centre at Wexford Wildfowl Reserve and is brought to other events in the county to 
advertise the Club. Marion, Jenna and Liz represented the Club at the Hook Lighthouse 
Shine a Light Festival in May. The Clubs publications, “The Lepidoptera of County Wexford” 
and “The Odonata of County Wexford”, are for sale at Wexford Wildfowl Reserve, in a 
number of book shops and tourist venues in the county and available at our lectures. 
To raise the visibility of our brochure the committee took the decision to produce a full 
colour edition for 2020 which has been very well received. Thanks to the members who 
allowed their photos to be used and to Joe Hogan Print for designing and printing the 
brochures.    
 
Library (Liz Mooney) 
The Club Library is a great resource for all members.  Each year it increases its collection of 
books, journals and pamphlets all relating to the natural world.  During 2019 six new books 
were purchased on behalf of the club while some second hand books were kindly donated 
by members. 
The Library is open after the Lecture each month.  The full list of books in stock can be 
viewed at the Library or from the WNFC website.  Books etc are borrowed on a sign out and 
return basis also members can request a book to be held for them if out of stock.  
Any suggestions relating to future reading material is much appreciated. Thank You       
 
Newsletter (Mary Foley) 
Four issues of our newsletter were published during the year: March, June, September and 
December. Copies were sent to members by email (99) and post (16) and were also 
published on our website. Thanks to everyone who contributed articles or photos and also 
to members who commented favourably on the content. 
 
Social Media (Nicholas Egan) 
Our Facebook page has seen a growth in numbers up to 788 from 667 in 2018. We also have 
a Twitter account with 735 followers. It is a great way for the club to share information, and 
encourage new members. 
I have been looking after Facebook for the past year keeping events advertised and posting 
interesting articles.  I would like to thank everyone who sent in articles and photos for use 
on facebook. 
 
Correspondence & Email Updates (Nicholas Egan) 
We have been sending out email reminders and news updates to any members that we 
have permission from under GDPR guidelines. Sometimes errors creep into addresses but 
we try our best. If you are not receiving these emails and wish to do so, please let us know 
and we will correct/add your email address. 
 



Archives (Gene Draper) 
I have been updating the archive on a regular basis over the year with all that occurs in the 
Field Club, minutes of meetings, last year’s AGM, outings, bioblitz details, photos and 
anything that comes along that needs to be archived. The archives always need to be 
updated, if you have any items of interest pertaining to the club over the past while i.e. 
photographs, newspaper cuttings, they would be gratefully received by Gene Draper, 
Archive officer at any Club event or by email for the attention of Gene. 
 

Records (Mary Foley) 
This year saw 1872 records from 69 recorders received via the Club’s online recording form 
or reported directly to me.  The number of records is down from last year but I know a 
number of members, especially those using tablets or mobile phones, have had difficulty 
accessing the online form due to problems with our website which we hope to resolve in the 
coming weeks.  Sometimes when you can’t record there and then it ends up on the ‘to do’ 
list and is easily forgotten. If any member has records from last year, or from previous years, 
which haven’t been submitted it is never too late, they can still be entered online or passed 
on at any of our meetings. 
Even though the number of records is down the number of recorders is up and it is 
encouraging to see how many non members are aware of the Club and its role in recording 
biodiversity. 
In addition to those records submitted through our online system a number of our members 
are taking part in the National Biodiversity Data Centre’s Bumblebee and Butterfly 
Monitoring Schemes, the Dragonfly Ireland Survey and have also contributed to the Flora of 
County Wexford and the Botanical Society of Britain and Ireland’s Atlas 2020. 
We continued gathering information on ladybirds and shieldbugs with the aim of mapping 
as many species as possible in the county. I have recently received a list of validated records 
of all these species and in the coming weeks this will be analysed to determine where 
species are missing with a view to concentrating on those hectads (10km x 10km squares) 
which are under recorded. Surveying these areas can also be combined with filling in the 
gaps for the Butterfly Atlas 2021 project 

Our bioblitzes continue to be an enjoyable way for members to get together for the day to 
survey new areas and we collected records for 367 species at our latest event in 
Monksgrange.  
To raise awareness of recording we have from time to time highlighted easily recognisable 
species on our website, on Facebook and at the monthly meetings.  Recording notebooks 
are available for members to take note of their observations and submit those records later.  
All records are validated by the National Biodiversity Data Centre and are added to the 
national biodiversity database which can be accessed through Biodiversity Maps 
(maps.biodiversityireland.ie/).  
Thank you to everyone who submitted records; a list of all known recorders in 2019 is 
attached to this report and I encourage you to continue to send in your observations, no 
matter how common you think a species may be.  
 
 

Thank You (Gene Draper) 

I would like to thank all lecturers and field trip leaders who have given their time to come to 

enlighten and amaze us with the knowledge they share with us every year.  I want to thank 



the staff of the National Parks and Wildlife Service for their help and for the use of the 

Reserve facilities, especially Dominic Berridge, Reserve Warden. He very kindly gives his 

time to prepare the room for club lectures, always on hand to sort out the projector and set 

out the table for the Clubs after lecture refreshments in the Visitor Centre. I wish to thank 

Jonathan Derham and the EPA for his encouragement to use their facilities for bigger 

groups. I would like to thank Cliona Connolly, Environment Awareness Officer with Wexford 

County Council, for helping to promote the Club through her work with schools and 

community groups, Alan McGuire for promoting the Club on his radio programme on South 

East Radio and The People Newspaper Group for publicising the Club’s events. Thank you to 

the staff of the National Biodiversity Data Centre who give tremendous support to the Club. 

Thanks also to Dave Fenton who audited the accounts and to everyone who helped with the 

refreshments during the year. 

Last, but by no means least, I thank my fellow committee members for their contributions, 

guidance, help and support, the odd shared joke and of course you the members continued 

loyalty in our honest endeavours to give the Club meaning in our community going forward. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


